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Greece: the age determination challenge to access 
protection

⚫

⚫



What do age determination provisions foresee in Greece?
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Why is age determination problematic in Greece?
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Current challenges and urgent matters in 
accessing protection in the UK
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Relevant legislation:
Section 55 of the Borders, Citizenship and Immigration Act 2009 

This statutory duty extends to all Home Office staff and those acting on behalf of the Home Office

Introduced a statutory duty on the Home Office to ensure that its immigration, asylum, nationality and customs functions 
are discharged having regard to the need to safeguard and promote the welfare of children who are in the UK. 

It came into force on 2 November 2009 and is how the UK gives effect to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
the Child (UNCRC) in immigration matters that affect children.

The statutory guidance under section 55, Every child matters - change for children sets out the main principles to take 
into account. For example, the guidance states the Home Office must act in accordance with the following principles: 

• every child matters, even if they are subject to immigration control 
• the best interests of the child will be a primary consideration, but not the only consideration, when making decisions 
affecting children 
• ethnic identity, language, religion, faith, gender and disability are considered when working with a child and their family 
• children must be consulted and the wishes and feelings of children considered, wherever practicable, when decisions 
affecting them are made - where parents and carers are present, they will have primary responsibility for representing the 
child’s concerns
 • children must have their applications dealt with in a way that minimises the uncertainty that they may experience

Being familiar with and applying the detailed guidance and the guidance within Children's asylum claims will enable the 
officer  to demonstrate that the welfare of a claimant, whose age remains doubtful, has been taken account of in the 
processing of their case.
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Home Office decision on age:



Age assessments by a local authority 
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https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2003/1689.html


Why age assessment is problematic in the UK:
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The protection of minors in the EU context: urgent 
matters and challenges 
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Child as a holder of rights
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The protection of minors in the EU context: urgent matters 
and challenges
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European law relating to the rights of the child
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Remaining areas of concern
⚫
⚫

‑

⚫



Remaining areas of concern
⚫
⚫
⚫

⚫
⚫

⚫



Remaining areas of concern
⚫
⚫
⚫

⚫
⚫
⚫

⚫

⚫

⚫ ‑

⚫



Remaining areas of concern
⚫

⚫
⚫
⚫ ‑
⚫
⚫



Remaining areas of concern
⚫
⚫

⚫
⚫



⚫
⚫

⚫

⚫

⚫



⚫ As long as there is any doubt about the age of a person, he or she 
should be treated as a child and given the same protection, 
including the benefit of the doubt.

⚫ Medical tests, especially involving radiation should be a method 
of last resort, whereas sexual maturity tests should be 
prohibited.

⚫ When conducting a medical age assessment test, Member States 
should seek the explicit consent of both the person concerned 
and the legal representative.

⚫ The results of medical age assessment examinations should 
include information concerning the accuracy and reliability of 
the methods used and the relevant margins of error.

⚫ The applicant must have the right to appeal against age 
assessment decisions and to have them reviewed and revised.


